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A LTHOUGH party .<!pirit is justly 
'*^'*- confie!nn«d by all men o{ mo- 
deration and sound judgment, yet it 
has existed in all age?, and vi-iil pro- 
bably exist in society until the end 
of time. It is said, that trutli is 
great, and will prevail ; but if I may 
judge from experience of former 
agesi, I would say, error is great, 
and will prevail. As I take it, error 
has had a predominant influence in 
every age. If I speak of religion, 
I presume this will be denied by 
none. The endless feuds and con- 
troversies, the parly spirit which has 
prevailed, have always been unfa- 
vourable to truth : and while men 
have sntight less to embrace her fair 
thongh unnbtTusive charms, than to 
vanquish those who opposed their 
favouriie dogmas, they have often 
niflintaitif'd theses the most absurd 
and abomiitable, and have drawn 
down upon themselves the indigna- 
tvtm and contempt of the discerning 
part of mankind. 

in politics, party-spirit hns had 
an equally powerful and extensive 
influence. And although this prin- 
ciple, when it merely expres.ses a 
temperate opposition "to the violent, 
unjust, and arbitrary tneasures of 
those who govern, "is a fair and 
worthy principle; yet, in its more 
usual sense, as applied to those who 
oppose others, whether right or 
■wrong, it is a principle equally 
wicked, foolish, and detestable. 

BELi'AST MAG. NO. LSI. 



The Grecian republics afford us ma* 
ny examples of thi.t absurd and 
baneful spirit. What depositions, 
and chanjjes in political measures, 
do we observe, where there e.isisted 
no sufTicient reason for such conduct: 
howmany worthy men weresnhjetted 
to the severest penalties, for no other 
reason, than because they had done 
eminent service to the state, and be* 
cause it was apprehended thev would 
possess, in coarse of time, too much 
influence with the people. Here 
faction truly did its proper work. 

Look also at the multifarious revo- 
lutions which, atone particular time 
especially, took place in the {govern- 
ment of Rome. Some of the Em- 
perors did not rule longer than a feiv 
days. It was the demon of party" 
that bore the sway ; and that so fre- 
quently tore the crown from the 
brows of the newly invested mo- 
narch s, and trampled the imperial 
purple in the dust. 

The intrigue which at one time 
produced so many changes at the 
Ottoman Porte, is also a strikin;^ 
proof of the absurd and criminal ef- 
fects of_party-rage. 

In descending more inmiedialely 
to our own lime, we find number- 
less examples of the same odious 
and unreasonable spirit. The con- 
tests between the houses of York 
and Lancaster deluged England with 
blood. A party beheaded the un- 
happy Charles, and new- modelled 
the government. A parly denation- 
alized Ireland, and eflected. a legis- 
lative union between that and th* 
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gister kingdom. " Let us strengthen 
our party," said thp intriguins!; Pitt, 
" and let the energies of an Irish 
Parliament be swallowed up in the 
overwhelming abyss of a British 
court, and a British Parliament." 
And so it was. 

Would I could say otherwise: hut 
it is notorious, that party spirit rules 
even amon^ those who undertake 
tf> manage the great concerns of the 
nation. The minister has his party ; 
and against him is ranged a strong 
phalanx, headed by experienced 
combatants, who neglect no oppor- 
tunity of distressing and mortifying 
the men in oftice. I grant a diUer- 
enre in opinion is unavoidable, but 
why should men who meet to deli- 
berate on the great affairs of the na- 
tion, make it a main point to harass 
and undermine one another. Why 
do they make the afiairs of the na- 
tion the platform on which to fight 
their battles? 

But I come nearer home. I take 
Ireland, and .say, when has she been 
free from the etfecis of the most viru- 
lent party spirit ? I would gladly 
firaw a veil over what is past. Let 
us .vee, if witli regard to w^at is to 
come, we may hope for better things. 
]S'o; not uuiil Catholic emancipa- 
tion be granted, and all equally 
good subjects shall be equally che- 
rished by the slate. Remove tlic 
jfround of jealousy, and jou strike 
at the root of the evil. 

I am writing this on the 1 2th of 
July, and I have just seen various 
Orange lodge.'* marching past n>y 
door, to the tune of the •' Protestant 
Boys." Is this right, and as it 
ought to be } Are the Catholics to 
be for ever insulted by a petulant 
unfeeling party, who seem delighted 
to keep up the remenihrance of .for- 
mer feuds and contentions-? Or is 
it wise ill our magisiiaty to tolerate 
those no popery processions, which, 
lu my opinion, disgrace our society. 



Certain it is, that these and similar 
parties always give rise to oppositi'm 
parties, among those who are hurt, 
irritated, and disgus'ed, with the 
intemperate and foolish conduct of 
the adverse faction. If there are 
Thrashers and Carders in the couri- 
try, I fancy the supporters of the 
Orange institution may thank them- 
selves for much of the violence and 
crime with which these are charge- 
able- Let us cease to irritate our 
brethren, atid they will cease to ir- 
ritate us. Let party distinctions 
cease, and then we may hope, that 
peace, amity, and concord, will pre- 
vail. 

PACiriCATOR, 
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A NY person whose mind is po.ii- 
-^^ ses.sedofthe smallest spark of 
right feeling, cannot but be sensi- 
bly touched at viewing so wide ly 
spread in the world, that disposition 
which delights in annoying and Irri- 
tating one another. Instead of en- 
deavouring to find out measures that 
might be most likely to prove con- 
ciliatory, how frequently do we .see 
new systems adopted, and fresh 
measures pursued, attended wiih 
circumstances the inojit aggravating. 
Neither does it require any great 
share ot discernment to discover the 
fatal effects that must result from 
this irritating disposition, loo mani- 
festly evident in many of our coun- 
trymen. Tbi.s country has long 
been, as it were, the devoted victim 
to party feuds and intestine broils, 
arising from time to time from one 
cause or another ; and 1 cannot help 
stating from repeated observation, 
that 1 believe no cause vhatever of 
late years, has been more produc- 
tive of ill consequences, or tended 
more to keep alive these party broiU 
than that hateful system of Orao- 



